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FORMER NEW YORK CI TY DEPARTIVENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL
PROTECTI ON EMPLOYEE PLEADS GUILTY TO MAKI NG FALSE
RECORDS RELATI NG TO DRI NKI NG WATER MONI TORI NG

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, announced that DI ETER GREENFELD, 63, a
former enpl oyee of the New York City Departnent of Environnenta
Protection (“DEP"), pleaded guilty today before United States
Magi strate Judge MARK D. FOX in federal court in White Plains,
New York to a felony charge of making false entries in DEP
records relating to nonitoring of drinking water while he was a
DEP enpl oyee.

In pleading guilty, GREENFELD admtted that on March 7,

2005, he nmade false entries in a DEP | og book relating to
nmonitoring of drinking water for turbidity, which is a neasure of
cl oudi ness. CGREENFELD stated that on that day, w thout testing a
wat er sanple for turbidity, he entered false readings in a DEP

| og book. GREENFELD admtted that on nultiple other occasions,
he did not conplete turbidity tests and entered fal se readings in
the | og book. GREENFELD al so admtted that when questioned by

federal agents he denied that such conduct had occurred on



occasi ons ot her than March 7, 2005.

The federal crimnal charge to which GREENFELD pl eaded
guilty was contained in an Indictnent filed in My, 2005.
According to the Indictnment, the United States Environnental
Protection Agency (“EPA’) required DEP to nonitor water for
turbidity at a nunber of |ocations, including a DEP water supply
facility known as the Catskill Lower Effluent Chanber. Al so
according to the Indictnent, EPA personnel periodically reviewed
a |l og book maintained by DEP at the Catskill Lower Effl uent
Chanber (“the | og book”) which purported to reflect the results
of DEP's turbidity nonitoring at that facility, information
relating to the calibration of certain turbidity nonitoring
equi pnrent | ocated there, and the initials of the DEP enpl oyee who
performed the nonitoring and the calibration. According to the
I ndi ctnent, the | og book purported to set forth both the results
of turbidity nonitoring performed by an instrunment that took
continuous turbidity readings and the results of the analysis of
“grab sanples,” that is, sanples taken by holding a container in
a stream of running water. The Indictnent alleges that DEP
submtted periodic reports to EPA that purported to reflect the
results of its turbidity nonitoring in the Catskill Lower
Ef fl uent Chanber (“the turbidity reports”). The Indictnent
all eges that EPA utilized data provided by DEP about turbidity
nmonitoring to ascertain whether DEP was in conpliance with

applicable regulations, and that failure to conply wth those



regul ations could have triggered a requirenent to filter water
flowng to New York City through the Catskill and Del aware
aqueduct s.

The Indictnent alleged that GREENFELD was responsi ble for
performng turbidity nonitoring at certain times in the Catskil
Lower Effluent Chanber and for recording the results of that
monitoring in the |l og book. The Indictnment charged that on four
occasi ons during February and March, 2005, the |ast of which was
March 7, 2005, DI ETER GREENFELD, the defendant, entered the
Catskill Lower Effluent Chanber and made entries in the turbidity
| og book that falsely purported to reflect that he had calibrated
turbidity nonitoring equi pnent and taken and anal yzed grab
sanpl es of water flow ng through the facility when, in fact, he
had not. In court today, GREENFELD pl eaded guilty to one Count
of the Indictnment, based on his conduct on March 7, 2005.

According to the Indictnment, EPA has found that although
turbidity itself has no health effects, turbidity could be
harnful in other ways, including by interfering with disinfection
and providing a nmediumfor mcrobial growh. |In addition,
according to the Indictnent, EPA has found that turbidity could
i ndi cate the presence of disease-causing organi sns, including
bacteria, viruses, and parasites, and that increased turbidity
| evel s could contribute to the devel opnent of certain potentially
har nf ul di sinfection byproducts.

Sentencing is schedul ed for Novenber 3, 2005, before United



States District Judge STEPHEN C. ROBINSON in federal court in
Wiite Plains, New York. GCREENFELD faces a maxi num sentence of 5
years in prison.

M. KELLEY praised the efforts of the United States
Envi ronmental Protection Agency’'s Crimnal |Investigation
Di vision, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the New York
City Departnment of Investigation in connection with this
investigation. M. KELLEY said that the investigation is
cont i nui ng.

Assi stant United States Attorney ANNE C. RYAN is in charge
of the prosecution.
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